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Plan for today

•Syllabus review
•How to write a lab report
• Sections
•Writing for easy reading
• Figures
• Statistics – errors, significant figures, etc.
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Before we begin

• Write the following on your paper
• Your year in the MSE program

• One thing you’re interested in (in or out of school)

• What you hope your degree will help you do in life

• Something(s) you didn’t understand about this lecture (do this at the end)

Only Tuesday

Staggered bc limited lab equipment and TAs
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Course has 3 modules

• Polymer, ceramic, semicondutor

Write lab reports

Write lab reports

Final presentations and lab reports
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Tu/Th group 1 is last names A – L
Tu/Th group 2 is last name M – Z 

Email me if you want to switch

Modules 2 & 3: two lab times
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Final presentations

• Details are given in syllabus

• For the “How to give a talk” presentation, just come to lecture
• Lessons are sprinkled throughout
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How to write a lab report
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What action to you want the instructors to 
do after they read your report?
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Lab report sections

Who can give an example hypothesis? A statement of what you think 
will happen given your prior knowledge

Perhaps you have some hypotheses about this course…
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Who can give an example hypothesis? A statement of what you think 
will happen given your prior knowledge

Perhaps you have some hypotheses about this course…
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Lab report sections
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Writing for easy reading

• “Writing to communicate effectively”

What is wrong with this abstract?
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What about the other sections?
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Prepare the reader for what follows

(Applies to each 
paragraph , too)

An example paragraph
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Similar strategy for discussing figures
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A few words about figures
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What in this figure 
is unnecessary?
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Use correct significant figures and give error
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